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 1. Letter From The Chair 

 Dear delegates, 

 We would like to welcome you to the 12th version of  MOSMUN. Thank you for stepping up 

 to the challenge of joining the Security Council,  where you will debate relevant global topics and 

 develop a more critical view of the world as we know  it. Each Model of the United Nations (MUN), is 

 a learning and growth opportunity for everyone involved,  so we hope you enjoy it and take as much 

 advantage of it as possible. 

 Even though this will be a virtual experience, don’t  let that discourage you. In such a globally 

 interconnected world, it is of vital importance to  develop technological skills and interact through  a 

 screen. We invite you to not limit yourselves in this  sphere and grasp every technological tool that is 

 offered. After this, you will have thrived in the  process of adapting to challenging circumstances, 

 which brings great pride. 

 We expect nothing less from all of you than respect  and professionalism, seeing as these 

 topics affect plenty of lives all around the world  every single day, and taking them in a jokingly, 

 disregardful manner would be completely unacceptable.  Please do also keep in mind at all times that 

 all of you are representing a role that may or may  not align with your personal values, yet this won’t 

 be an excuse for any disdain. 

 As the chair, we will always be more than willing  to lend each of you a helping hand; 

 anything you need, from a motivational pep talk, to  a technical explanation. Our priority is to create  a 

 welcoming environment where you feel comfortable to  learn and make mistakes if it comes to that 

 case. Remember that you contact us at any time and  we will be glad to see your enthusiasm. 

 It is with a warm heart that we welcome you to MOSMUN  XII’s Security Council! 

 Sincerely, 

 Your presidents for the Security Council, 

 Thea Beaury: 305 4324 835 

 Isabela Jaramillo: 315 649 1043 



 2. Introduction to the United Nations 

 The United Nations is an international organization  founded in 1945. It is currently made up 

 of 193 Member States. The United Nations is composed  of six main organs; the General Assembly, 

 the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC), the Secretariat,  the International Court of Justice, the 

 Trusteeship Council and finally the Security Council. 

 The mission and work of the United Nations are guided  by the purposes and principles 

 contained in its founding Charter. The United Nations  can take action on the issues confronting 

 humanity, such as peace and security, climate change,  sustainable development, human rights, 

 disarmament, terrorism, humanitarian and health emergencies,  gender equality, governance, food 

 production, and more. The UN also provides a forum  for its members to express their views. By 

 enabling dialogue between its members, and by hosting  negotiations, the Organization has become a 

 mechanism for governments to find areas of agreement  and solve problems together. 

 2.1 The Security Council 

 The countries that won the Second World War (United  States of America, People’s Republic 

 of China, Soviet Union, French Republic and United  Kingdom) ratified the United Nations Charter on 

 October 24, 1945 with 46 other states. With this,  they effectively created the Security Council under 

 Chapter IV and they established themselves as the  five permanent members, the faculties of the 

 council and its composition under chapter V. The Security  Council was expanded in 1965 and the 

 number of temporary members increased to ten: 5 from  Asia and Africa, 2 from South America and 

 the Caribbean, 2 from Western Europe and 1 from Eastern  Europe. Each member has one vote and the 

 permanent members have the power of veto. 



 What is the power of veto? 

 Beyond permanency itself, the veto power is probably  the UN Charter’s most significant 

 distinction between permanent and non-permanent members.  Article 27 (3) of the Charter establishes 

 that all substantive decisions of the Council must  be made with “the concurring votes of the 

 permanent members”. 

 Permanent members use the veto to defend their national  interests, to uphold a tenet of their 

 foreign policy or, in some cases, to promote a single  issue of particular importance to a state. 

 Vigent since February 16th 1946—when the Union of  Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR) cast 

 the first veto on a draft resolution regarding the  withdrawal of foreign troops from Lebanon and Syria 

 (S/PV.23). 

 In the early years, the USSR cast most of the vetoes,  with a considerable number of these 

 used to block the admission of a new member state.  Over the years, the USSR/Russia has cast a total 

 of 141 vetoes, or close to half of all vetoes. The  US cast the first of its 85 vetoes to date on March 

 17th 1970 (S/9696 and Corr. 1 and 2). The USSR had  by that point cast 107 vetoes. Since 1970, the 

 US has used the veto far more than any other permanent  member, most frequently to block decisions 

 that it regards as detrimental to the interests of  Israel. The UK has used the veto 32 times, the first 



 such instance taking place on October 30th 1956 (S/3710) during the Suez crisis. France applied for 

 the veto for the first time on June 26th 1946 with  respect to the Spanish Question (S/PV.49) and has 

 cast a total of 18 vetoes. China has used the veto  13 times, with the first one, on December 13th 1955 

 (S/3502), cast by the Republic of China (ROC) and  the remaining 12 by the People’s Republic of 

 China after it succeeded ROC as a permanent member  on October 25th 1971. 

 Since the end of the Cold War in 1991, new trends  in the usage of the veto by the different 

 permanent members have emerged. France and the UK  have not cast a veto since December 23rd 

 1989 (S/21048) when, in tandem with the US, they prevented  condemnation of the US invasion of 

 Panama. China, which has historically used the veto  the least, has become increasingly active on this 

 front and cast 10 of its 13 vetoes since 1997. Russia  cast 22 vetoes in this period, whereas the US has 

 resorted to the veto 18 times since the end of the  Cold War. 

 The Security Council´s purpose is to investigate disputes  between states which could threaten 

 world peace, and to recommend negotiations and peaceful  solutions regarding the ongoing conflicts. 

 Article 39 of the UN Charter: “The Security Council  shall determine the existence of any threat to the 

 peace, breach of the peace, or act of aggression and  shall make recommendations, or decide what 

 measures shall be taken in accordance with Articles  41 and 42, to maintain or restore international 

 peace and security” 

 After having used ineffectively the “non-violent”  ways of solving a dispute, is vested to 

 authorize military operations under International  Law, ask for military assistance and send missions 

 destined to peacekeeping, humanitarian aid or simply  to restore international peace and Security. As 

 well, it represents the first means to the states  to exercise legitimate self-defense under article  51 of 

 the Charter. 



 The Security Council takes the lead in determining the existence of a threat to the peace or act 

 of aggression. It calls upon the parties to a dispute to settle it by peaceful means and recommends 

 methods of adjustment or terms of settlement. In some  cases, the Security Council can resort to 

 imposing sanctions or even authorize the use of force  to maintain or restore international peace and 

 security. 

 The Security Council also recommends to the General  Assembly the appointment of the 

 Secretary-General and the admission of new Members  to the United Nations. And, together with the 

 General Assembly, it elects the judges of the International  Court of Justice. 



 3. Topic A: Hong Kong and China 

 3.1 Introduction to the Topic 

 The conflict between China and Hong Kong is a unique  one. After over a century being a 

 British colony, Hong Kony developed different customs  and ideologies to those common in the rest of 

 China. Recently these differences have been further  sparked by Hong Kong’s youth’s desire for 

 greater democracy (in midst of the Chinese communist  setting), independence, and freedom, all to 

 which the Chinese government has expressed clear opposition. 

 Different factors have shaped this situation, including  Hong Kong’s individual development, 

 journey with protesting, aspirations for democracy,  identity, and recent points of collision. 

 Beginning in 2019, there were several pro-democracy  protests in Hong Kong, stemming from 

 a plan (that was eventually withdrawn) to allow extradition  to mainland China. This plan paved the 

 way for further demands in democratic reform and inquiries  into alleged police brutality. However, 

 China proposed to introduce a new national security  law, which critics believe could be used to crack 

 down on rights and political activists. 

 3.2 Historical Background 

 Hong Kong has a special status… 

 It is important to remember that Hong Kong is significantly  different from other Chinese 

 cities. It was a British colony for more than 150  years - part of it, Hong Kong island, was ceded to  the 

 UK after a war in 1842, and the rest, later leased  for 99 years.. It became a busy trading port, and  its 

 economy took off in the 1950s as a manufacturing hub.  The territory was also popular with migrants 

 and dissidents fleeing instability, poverty or persecution  in mainland China. 



 Then, in the early 1980s, as the deadline for the 99-year-lease approached, Britain and China 

 began talks on the future of Hong Kong - with the  communist government in China arguing that all of 

 Hong Kong should be returned to Chinese rule. Finally,  the two sides signed a treaty in 1984 that 

 would see Hong Kong’s return to China in 1997, under  the principle of "one country, two systems", 

 meaning  that while becoming part of China, Hong Kong  would enjoy "a high degree of autonomy, 

 except in foreign and defence affairs" for 50 years.  Thus, Hong Kong has its own legal system and 

 borders, and rights including freedom of assembly,  free speech and freedom of the press are protected. 

 Hong Kongers know how to protest 

 There's a rich history of dissent in Hong Kong, stretching  back further even than the past few 

 years. In 1966, demonstrations broke out after the  Star Ferry Company decided to increase its fares. 

 Protests have continued since 1997, but now the biggest  ones tend to be of a political nature - and 

 bring demonstrators into conflict with mainland China's  position. In 2003, protesters took to the 

 streets against a controversial security bill the  Hong Kong government was trying to pass. This bill 

 aimed to amend the Crimes Ordinance, the Official  Secrets Ordinance and the Societies Ordinance 

 pursuant to the obligation imposed by Article 23 of  the Basic Law of the Hong Kong Special 

 Administrative Region 

 3.3 Current Situation 

 The Hong Kong Special Administrative Region (SAR)  still enjoys freedoms not seen in 

 mainland China, widely thought to be on the decline.  Rights groups have accused China of meddling 

 in Hong Kong, citing examples such as legal rulings  that have disqualified pro-democracy legislators, 

 and the disappearance of five Hong Kong booksellers,  and a tycoon - who all eventually re-emerged 

 in custody in China. There are also accusations that  press and academic freedoms have been 

 deteriorating. 



 Another sticking point has been democratic reform. 

 Hong Kong's leader, the chief executive, is currently  elected by a 1,200-member election 

 committee - a mostly pro-Beijing body chosen by just  6% of eligible voters. Not all the 70 members 

 of the territory's lawmaking body, the Legislative  Council, are directly chosen by Hong Kong's voters. 

 Hong Kong's mini-constitution, the Basic Law, says  that ultimately both the leader, and the 

 Legislative Council, should be elected in a more democratic  way - but there's been disagreement over 

 what this should look like. In 2047, the Basic Law  expires - and what happens to Hong Kong's 

 autonomy after that is unclear. 

 In 2014, the Chinese government said it would allow  voters to choose their leaders from a list 

 approved by a pro-Beijing committee, but critics called  this a "sham democracy" and it was voted 

 down in Hong Kong's legislature. 

 Most people in Hong Kong don't see themselves as Chinese 

 While most people in Hong Kong are ethnic Chinese,  and although Hong Kong is part of 

 China, a majority of people there don't identify as  Chinese. According to a survey from the University 

 of Hong Kong, most people identify themselves as “Hong  Kongers”, where only 11% consider 

 themselves “Chinese”, and 71% of people are not proud  to be Chinese. This feeling is  especially 

 pronounced in the younger generations, as stated in  the university's public opinion programme: "The 

 younger the respondents, the less likely they feel  proud of becoming a national citizen of China, and 

 also the more negative they are toward the Central  Government's policies on Hong Kong.” 



 Considering that Hong Kong was a separate colony for 150 years, Hong Kongers have 

 described legal, social, and cultural differences, justifying why they don't identify with their 

 compatriots in mainland China. There has also been  a rise in anti-mainland Chinese sentiment in 

 Hong Kong in recent years, with people complaining  about rude tourists disregarding local norms or 

 driving up the cost of living. As a result of all  these differences, some young activists have even  called 

 for Hong Kong's independence from China, alarming  Beijing’s government. 

 While Hong Kongers have a degree of autonomy, they  have little liberty in the polls, meaning 

 protests are one of the few ways they can make their  opinions heard. As a result, many see taking to 

 the streets as their only way of forcing change. And,  in the past, some protests have been successful. 

 In 2003, up to 500,000 people took to the streets  to protest against a controversial security bill the 

 Hong Kong government was trying to pass. The local  government also backed down over "patriotic 

 education" classes following rallies against the move. 

 However, the Chinese government has adopted a harder  stance in recent years, particularly 

 with any movements it views as a direct challenge  to its own authority. In 2014, demonstrators took  to 

 the streets peacefully for several weeks, demanding  Hong Kongers be given the right to elect their 

 own leader. But the so-called Umbrella movement eventually  fizzled out with no concessions from 

 Beijing. 

 How did the latest crisis escalate? 

 In June 2019, protesters took to the streets again,  demonstrating against plans to allow 

 extraditions to mainland China. Critics fear the law  would enable the Chinese government to pursue 

 political opponents. This time, clashes between police  and activists became increasingly violent: Tear 

 gas and rubber bullets were used to disperse protests.  The bill was halted, and later fully withdrawn, 

 but demonstrations continued for months, with demands  for full democracy and an independent 



 inquiry into police actions. In April of 2020, Hong Kong police arrested 15 of the city's most 

 high-profile pro-democracy activists for taking part  in unauthorised assemblies. 

 The street protests have mostly died down during the  coronavirus pandemic, although some 

 small demonstrations, including singing protesters  in shopping malls, have started again as restrictions 

 are gradually eased. 

 Now, China is proposing to introduce a new national  security law in Hong Kong, which could 

 be similar to the one withdrawn in 2003. It says the  legislation is "highly necessary" and would 

 "safeguard national security in Hong Kong". However,  the new proposal is also controversial because 

 it is expected to circumvent Hong Kong's own law-making  processes - leading to accusations that 

 Beijing is undermining Hong Kong's autonomy. Hong  Kong activists believe the law abolishes their 

 basic freedoms agreed to since they returned to China,  some even argue that Hong Kong’s autonomy 

 is under increasing pressure. 

 Additionally, the United Kingdom recently announced  that they will be receiving Hong 

 Kongers who decide to migrate there. As Borris Johnson  said “If China continued down this path, we 

 would introduce a new route for those with British  National (Overseas) status to enter the UK, 

 granting them limited leave to remain with the ability  to live and work in the UK”. 

 3.4 What has the Security Council done regarding the  situation? 

 As protests began to escalate in 2020, the United  States of America proposed a meeting in the 

 Security Council to discuss the topic, which China  turned down. Washington’s UN Mission stated the 

 law "fundamentally undermines Hong Kong's high degree  of autonomy and freedoms as guaranteed 

 under the Sino-British Joint Declaration of 1984,  which was registered with the UN as a legally 

 binding treaty [...] This is a matter of urgent global  concern that implicates international peace and 

 security". But, it said, China has "has refused to  allow this virtual meeting to proceed." 



 In the COVID-19 era, Security Council meetings are  held virtually, and must be agreed upon 

 by all 15 members, in contrast to how it was previously  done, where only 8 members needed to agree. 

 The Chinese ambassador to the UN, Zhang Jun tweeted  that the request was “baseless”. 

 "Legislation on national security for Hong Kong is  purely China's internal affairs," he said. "It has 

 nothing to do with the mandate of the Security Council." 

 The US had already announced that Hong Kong would  no longer enjoy the autonomy 

 promised by China under US law, opening the door to  potential trade retaliation.  Besides this fallen 

 proposal, there has been no other movement to debate  the issue in the Security Council. 

 3.5 Future Expectations 

 The upcoming years will be a critical time for Hong  Kong and will call for close attention 

 from policy-makers in the countries of the Asia-Pacific  region and beyond. This is why there are a 

 variety of situations in the air at the moment to  be discussed in this committee. 

 The strongest argument in favour of a successful economic  and political transition is that it is 

 in the interests of the Chinese Government for Hong  Kong to remain prosperous and politically stable. 

 Hong Kong is still very important for the Chinese  economy and demonstrated success in the Hong 

 Kong example is crucial. What approach should be taken  by Hong Kong and China to ensure political 

 stability for both of them? What does harmonious political  stability even look like between the two 

 with such different ideologies? 

 The principal source of concern about the future  of Hong Kong relates not to the immediate 

 prospects for the maintenance of economic growth but  to the protection of political freedoms and 

 respect for legal institutions such as an independent  judiciary and the rule of law. Such arrangements 



 are foreign to the political culture of Beijing and are regarded in many quarters as dangerous and 

 subversive. When should the line be drawn for Beijing  towards Hong Kong’s autonomy? 

 Taking all of this into account, remember that Hong  Kong was separated from China for over 

 a century and cannot be governed as if it were just  another Chinese city. With the current agreements 

 in place (Hong Kong Basic Law and Sino-British Joint  Declaration) to respect such differences, this 

 council will have the aim of answering many open questions,  addressing current problems between 

 China and Hong Kong, and defining possible boundaries/agreements  to halt these disputes. 

 3.6 Treaties and Resolutions 

 ●  Hong Kong Basic Law 

 The Hong Kong Basic Law is Hong Kong’s mini-constitution  in charge of embodying “one 

 country, two systems” ever since the handover in 1997.  It was used as an agreement to grant a certain 

 degree of autonomy for the upcoming 50 years, and  it is unclear what will happen when that time 

 expires. During these 50 years, it has been agreed  that Hong Kong’s social and economic systems and 

 lifestyle will remain unchanged. 

 This mini-constitution grants many rights otherwise  prohibited in mainland China, including 

 freedom of speech and freedom of assembly, in addition  to laying out the structure for their 

 government. Hong Kong is led by a chief executive,  in charge of implementing the Basic Law, 

 signing bills and budgets, promulgating laws - declaring  them as in effect - and issuing executive 

 orders. The chief executive is supported by a formal  advisory body known as the Executive Council. 

 The government also has a two-tiered semi-representative  system of government: the law-making 

 Legislative Council and district councils, as well  as an independent judiciary. 

 The chief executive is not elected solely by the Hong  Kong population, it is instead appointed 

 by, according to the Basic Law, "universal suffrage  upon nomination by a broadly representative 



 nominating committee", elected by an Election Committee, in turn chosen by representatives of 

 various sectors of Hong Kong. This means that many  in Hong Kong feel they were promised a level 

 of democracy that has not been delivered. 

 The Legislative Council, LegCo, is composed of 70  seats: 35 chosen by popular vote, 30 by 

 “functional constituencies” (sectors with specific  interests, historically known for being pro-Beijing), 

 and 5 district councillors (in charge of reporting  to the government what occurs at local levels) elected 

 also by the public to sit on LegCo. 

 Nonetheless, China still holds a lot of power over  Hong Kong. Under the Basic Law, Hong 

 Kong's courts are responsible - "within the limits  of [its] autonomy" - for determining whether the 

 government's actions are legal. But the National People's  Congress Standing Committee (NPCSC) - 

 China's parliament - holds the ultimate power of interpretation  of the law, and it has done so five times 

 since the handover. Some critics even state that the  NPCSC has transformed the law rather than 

 simply clarifying it. There are also about 5,000 Chinese  soldiers permanently based in Hong Kong. 

 But they can only intervene in Hong Kong if China  declares an all-out state of emergency or war, at 

 the request of the Hong Kong government, or for the  "maintenance of public order and in disaster 

 relief". 

 ●  Sino- British Joint Declaration & Hong Kong Act 1985 

 This United Nations legally binding treaty began  to be worked on in the 1980s, in preparation 

 for Hong Kong’s return to China, by the UK and China.  Just like in the Hong Kong Basic Law, the 

 underlying principle of the Sino-British Joint Declaration  is “One country, two systems''. The 

 agreement entered into force on 27 May 1985 and was  registered at the United Nations by the Chinese 

 and British Governments on 12 June 1985. 

 According to the UK, “the Joint Declaration is a legally  binding treaty, registered with the 

 United Nations, which continues to remain in force.  It remains as valid today as it did when it was 



 signed over thirty years ago”, and the Foreign Secretary declared the UK’s commitment to the 

 Declaration as “unwavering”. The UK Government also  says the UK “has an obligation and a right to 

 monitor its implementation closely, and we are strongly  committed to doing so”. Since 1997 the 

 Foreign Secretary has reported to Parliament at six-monthly  intervals on the implementation of the 

 Joint Declaration. 

 On the other hand, some would argue that China has  not remained as loyal to the agreement. 

 In 2017, Chinese Foreign Ministry officials suggested  the arrangements under the Joint Declaration 

 are “now history” and described it as “ridiculous  for the UK to pose itself as a supervisor… on Hong 

 Kong affairs”. This view was repeated more recently  following UK Government concerns about the 

 police response to protests in June-July 2019. Foreign  Ministry spokesman Geng Shuang said Hong 

 Kong’s affairs “are purely China’s internal affairs”  and “we deplore and resolutely oppose certain 

 countries’ flagrant interference in them”. The Chinese  Ambassador to the UK, Liu Xiaoming, accused 

 the UK of “interfering” in China’s affairs in Hong  Kong and suggested the UK Government “should 

 seriously reflect on the consequences of its words  and deeds”. 

 The treaty contains no enforcement or dispute provisions.  The Vienna Convention on the Law 

 of Treaties, to which both the UK and China are States  Parties, provides only for the suspension of the 

 operation of a treaty in the event that it is breached. 

 3.7 QARMAs 

 ●  What is your country’s position on the Hong Kong -  China conflict? 

 ●  What is your delegation’s opinion on the rights of  freedom of speech and freedom of 

 assembly? 

 ●  What is your nation’s stance on interventionism? 

 ●  Has your delegation abused the sovereignty of another  nation? 



 ●  Has your country faced any situations where the constitution was not followed? If so, 

 how was it solved? 

 ●  How are your country’s political relationships with  the People’s Republic of China? 

 ●  How does your nation respond to protests? 

 ●  Has your country ever struggled with giving a region  autonomy? If so, how was it 

 solved? 

 ●  Has your delegation ever seen one of its territories  gain independence? If so, how was 

 the transition? 

 3.8 Useful Links 

 -  https://www.axios.com/countries-supporting-china-hong-kong-law-0ec9bc6c-3aeb-4af0-8031 

 -aa0f01a46a7c.html 

 -  https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1985/15 

 -  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VfmR54giIJA 

 -  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VUpwnevZx4c 

 -  https://www.dw.com/en/will-chinas-new-national-security-law-for-hong-kong-be-the-end-of-a 

 utonomy-in-the-territory/a-53757260 

 -  https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-china-49317695 

 -  https://www.investopedia.com/articles/investing/121814/hong-kong-vs-china-understand-diff 

 erences.asp 

https://www.axios.com/countries-supporting-china-hong-kong-law-0ec9bc6c-3aeb-4af0-8031-aa0f01a46a7c.html
https://www.axios.com/countries-supporting-china-hong-kong-law-0ec9bc6c-3aeb-4af0-8031-aa0f01a46a7c.html
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1985/15
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VfmR54giIJA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VUpwnevZx4c
https://www.dw.com/en/will-chinas-new-national-security-law-for-hong-kong-be-the-end-of-autonomy-in-the-territory/a-53757260
https://www.dw.com/en/will-chinas-new-national-security-law-for-hong-kong-be-the-end-of-autonomy-in-the-territory/a-53757260
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-china-49317695
https://www.investopedia.com/articles/investing/121814/hong-kong-vs-china-understand-differences.asp
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 4. Topic B: Children and Armed Conflict 

 4.1 Introduction to the Topic 

 As in most topics, children tend to be involved in  conflict. This can happen in plenty of ways: 

 they can be harmed, kidnapped, raped, killed or recruited  to fight in the combat. Their schools can be 

 attacked, or the villages they live in can be bombed.  It's an extremely scary situation, so it is 

 imperative that we all consider the effects of armed  conflict on children, be them mental, or physical. 

 On the International  Day against the Use of Child  Soldiers, the Security Council shifted its 

 focus towards this situation. The council’s members  stressed the importance of having conflict 

 prevention strategies address the causes of the conflict,  in order to enhance the protection of children. 

 They also recognized that it is necessary to combat  poverty, deprivation, and inequality, so children 

 aren’t pulled into conflict as easily, because these  tend to be the main causes children seek out 

 recruitment, in order to help their family in some  way. 

 Delegations also urged to  integrate child protection  provisions into all peace negotiations, 

 ceasefire and peace agreements, and to prioritize  in all post-conflict recovery the protection and 

 empowerment of children, taking into account shifts  in education, nutrition, and re-teaching children 

 about the conflict, seeing as the perspective they  may have of it can be extremely harmful. 

 Around 250 million children live in conflict-affected  countries, and in 2018, more than 12,000 

 children were killed or maimed, and more than 24,000  violations of children’s rights were 

 documented and verified, compared with 21,000 in 2017. 

 After an analysis of agreements dating back to 1999,  it was clear that only 18% of these 

 agreements included child protection provisions. The  committee was urged to include an assessment 

 of the impact of conflict on children in all agreements,  to ensure that country-specific statements on 



 peace processes emphasize the need for child protection provisions, and asked for all parties involved 

 in a conflict to take into account children when carrying  out peace processes. 

 4.2. Historical Background 

 To fully understand the current events regarding this  topic, one must go back and check 

 ancient history. Children being involved in war and  conflict is almost as old as conflict itself, and  they 

 tend to be involved in around ⅔ of all conflicts,  even in modern times. They are more present in parts 

 of Asia, Africa, South America, and some parts of  Europe. They tend to be introduced to the conflict 

 due to monetary needs or because their parents are  also involved in it, which can cause generations 

 and generations to be sucked into wars. 

 We can trace back the involvement of children in conflict  to the Roman Empire, to Sparta. 

 There, all Spartan kids needed to be presented in  front of a council. Those who weren’t up to the 

 council’s standards were killed. The ones who passed  the test got sent into a military training program 

 by the age of 7, but only the males. When they turned  12, they got all of their goods taken away and 

 were forced to sleep outside without a bed, and scavenge  for their food if it was possible. Their 

 teachers and mentors tried to start fights between  them as part of their training, and teens tended  to be 

 beaten and flogged. When they became adults, they  were expected to serve in the military until they 

 were 60. It isn’t something new. 

 One of the most relevant cases of children being involved  in conflict happened in the Second 

 World War. In Germany, they were groups of organizations  such as Boy Scouts, aimed towards young 

 kids and teens. When Hitler came into power, he turned  these groups into “Hitler Youth”. By 1939, ¾ 

 of german kids were involved in these. They were indoctrinated,  creating almost fanatical ideas in 

 their head about Hitler’s regime. They were expected  to join the military when they’d turn 17. 



 During the Second World War, Jewish children were also terribly harmed. They were stripped 

 away from their homes and sent into ghettos, some had no access to education, most were killed or 

 harmed. They were also experimented on inside concentration  camps, altering their bodies and health. 

 By the time the war was over, only 11% of the Jewish  kids population had survived. Most of the 

 children who survived had survived through hiding,  although most of the time even then they would 

 be caught, as can be seen in the Diary of Anne Frank  1  .  This war is the prime example of how conflict 

 can harm children in plenty of ways. 

 In 1948, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights  was drafted after The Second World 

 War. It includes in its 30 articles the basic rights  each human deserves, which are inalienable, with 

 some exceptions. 

 “  Article 3. 

 Everyone has the right to life, liberty and security  of person.” 

 “Article 4. 

 No one shall be held in slavery or servitude; slavery  and the slave trade shall be prohibited in all their 

 forms.” 

 “Article 5. 

 No one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel,  inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment.” 

 “Article 25. 

 Everyone has the right to a standard of living adequate  for the health and well-being of himself and of 

 his family, including food, clothing, housing and  medical care and necessary social services, and the 

 right to security in the event of unemployment, sickness,  disability, widowhood, old age or other lack 

 of livelihood in circumstances beyond his control.” 

 Taken from the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,  United Nations, 1949. 

 1  The series of writings by Anne Frank, a jewish girl,  throughout the development of the Second World War. 



 The disruption articles can be evidenced when children join conflicts, because these tend to 

 deny them the rights of freedom, security, and life.  They also tend to join the conflicts when Article 

 25 isn’t being provided, alas they need to find a  different way to fulfill it. During these conflicts,  the 

 children tend to be harmed or treated cruelly, and  when they are kidnapped to become child soldiers  2  , 

 it becomes slavery. A year later the Geneva Conventions  were modified. These are the rules of war, 

 and the Fourth Convention granted protection to all  civilians, even those in occupied territory. In 

 1989, the Declaration of Children’s Rights was created. 

 “38. Protection in war 

 Children have the right to be protected during war.  No child under 15 can join the army or take part 

 in war.” 

 4.3. Current Situation 

 Conflicts happen constantly. All around the world,  even when they aren’t front page in the 

 news every day. Children are part of them most of  the time, be it because they were displaced from 

 their homes, or harmed in the conflict. The  United  Nations International Children's Emergency Fund 

 (UNICEF), describes how, as of 2019, around 45 violations  of child rights would have to happen 

 every day for the prior 10 years to accomplish the  whopping 170,000 grave violations of children’s 

 rights they have recorded. This is because conflicts  are lasting a lot more, causing a lot more 

 bloodshed, and claiming more lives all around. 

 Since 2012, Syria has been in a civil war, having  begun as groups of rebels going against their 

 authoritarian government. Around 5.6 million Syrian  refugees are scattered all around the world, and 

 half of them are kids. Almost 10 years later, 4.6  million kids currently in Syria are battling rising 

 malnutrition (28% of children suffer from it), homelessness,  and lack of education rates (41% of 

 2  Any children under the age of 18 that are recruited  by a state or non-state armed group and used as fighters, 
 cooks, suicide bombers, human shields, messengers,  spies, or for sexual purposes. 



 school aged children are out of school). As of March 13 of 2020, Turkey, the country that takes in the 

 most refugees, closed its borders for them. Plenty of kids disappear each year, and those who are 

 refugees in other countries tend to suffer from bullying  from their peers. 1 in 26 girls between the ages 

 of 15-19 give birth, making the population of children  born into a time where the conflict didn’t exist 

 rise exponentially. 

 A coup d’etat  3  towards Yemeni president  Abdrabbuh  Mansour Hadi happened in 2011. 4 

 years later, rebels took the capital, starting a civil  war. Since then, it's estimated that there have been 

 around 100,000 casualties, 4 million people have been  displaced, and about 24 million people are in 

 dire need of help, but the most affected are the children,  seeing that out of those 24 million, 12 are 

 children. Yemen is one of the poorest countries in  the world, causing around 325,000 children to 

 suffer from grave misnutrition. Most families are  exposed to cholera  4  and other water borne diseases, 

 and the health system is in shambles, leading to making  it extremely hard to recover from these and 

 all diseases, increasing mortality rates, especially  in minors with an underdeveloped immune system 

 (that can be caused by malnutrition). It's a terrifying  cycle that’ll probably go on for generations if 

 there isn’t an end put to the conflict. 

 For almost 5 decades, Colombia has suffered through  an ongoing conflict with leftist rebel 

 groups. This has caused almost 8 million people to  be victims of the conflict, and 1 out of 3 of those 

 victims are kids. They can suffer due to landmines  being triggered, being moved from their homes, or 

 being killed. The Colombian government signed a peace  treaty in 2016 with the FARC-EP, the largest 

 one of these groups. Still, plenty of others still  exist, such as the Ejército de Liberación Nacional 

 (ELN), that take kids into their forces at a young  age. Some leaders of these groups take young girls  to 

 be their “wifes” and rape them and harass them. According  to  photojournalist Juan Arredondo, who 

 was on a Red Cross assignment to cover the conflict  in which he visited these groups, recalls seeing 

 children as young as 12 years old in their ranks.  He also mentions that, since most of them came from 

 4  Bacterial infection that leads to severe dehydration  and diarrhea. 
 3  The removal of an existing government from power,  usually through violent means. 



 terrible living conditions, they are grateful to be in the groups, just because they get three meals a day 

 and a place to sleep. It comes to show how these sort  of groups take advantage of the lack of 

 necessities and use them against young children, making them have to stay with them just because 

 there’s no other place they could go. 

 Since November 2020, there has been a conflict happening  in the Tigray region of Ethiopia. A 

 clash between the Tigray region’s special forces and  the Ethiopian National Defense force, in which 

 the UN isn’t being allowed to interfere much, just  having UNICEF send 29 trucks to the affected 

 area.. Around 2.3 million children are in dire need  of humanitarian aid, as the supplies of water, food, 

 medical supplies, and others begin to run lower and  lower. Most children in Ethiopia are already back 

 in school, but not those in Tigray. Considering that  this is only 4 months into the conflict, one can 

 only wonder how the situation may turn even more sour. 

 4.4. What has the Security Council done? 

 The Council is passionate about this situation. It  has been discussed countless times 

 throughout the committee’s history, and most of these  times all members agree on how ruthless 

 supporting the participation of children in armed  conflict or the effects of it would be. Antonio 

 Guterres, secretary general of the united nations,  has mentioned this time and time again, “  Children 

 simply have no role in conflict.”, he says in his  2020 speech in front of the Council. He even put forward  a 

 request to have a  Special Representative of the Secretary-General  for Children and Armed Conflict, 

 which was accomplished. 

 The very first resolution the Security Council ever  adopted regarding children and armed 

 conflict happened in 1999, the resolution 1216. This  resolution managed to identify and condemn all 

 actions that can harm children during different types  of armed conflict, and urged the 

 Secretary-General to submit a report regarding this  topic the following year, seeing as these were 



 grave violations of ethics, morality, child rights and overall human rights, basically standing against 

 the purpose of the UN. 

 In the year 2000, the Council created resolution 1314,  reaffirming what was said in the 

 resolution 1216, and asking the Secretary-General  to keep reporting about children in armed conflict. 

 It later kept this trend, creating the resolution  1379 of 2001, the resolution 1460 of 2003, the 

 resolution 1539 of 2004, and the resolution 1612 of  2005. These resolutions manage to provide an 

 effective framework for facing these problems, providing  viable solutions viewed from a global 

 context. They are the backbone of most discussions  regarding children in conflict in the Council. 

 Asides from what was mentioned previously, resolution  1612 also created, in 2005, the 

 Children and Armed Conflict (CAAC) working group was  also created. It serves as a subsidiary body 

 of the Security Council, and a more effective way  to recommend methods to protect children in these 

 situations. It also helps in the review of information  that has been provided by the monitoring of the 

 situations in various countries. This working group  later provides recommendations to the Council as 

 how to prevent these situations, and how to protect  the children in them. 

 4 years later, resolution 1982 was created, that stated  that killing and maiming, rape and other 

 forms of sexual violence against children were enough  to list parties to armed conflict in the annual 

 report of the Secretary-General on children and armed  conflict, and overall condemned these actions. 

 2 years after this, resolution 1998 says that attacks  on schools and hospitals and threats of attacks will 

 also manage to list parties in the report. 

 4.5. Future Expectations 

 As with all problems, all one can hope is for this  to get solved. The Council expects countries 

 to begin implementing solutions to conflict that take  into account the effects of it on children, and put 

 in place programs to help in the rehabilitation progress  of child soldiers, both mentally and physically. 



 We also expect to see changes implemented in the re-introduction of children into traditional life after 

 a big conflict, making sure that they are able to  behave and socialize normally once again because 

 these conflicts can have an extremely big impact on  the younger population. 

 It is also expected that the countries involved in  these conflicts revise their education and 

 employment systems, seeing as these tend to be the  triggers for the involvement of children in conflict 

 or of conflict itself. We would also like to invite  them to check if the underprivileged communities  are 

 able to meet their basic needs and health needs. 

 We expect that Syria and Yemen manage to solve the  conflict, or at least find a way to 

 exclude the children from it. The Colombian government  should keep a close eye on the ELN and 

 punish their actions strongly when it comes to the  involvement of the youth in their actions. Tigray 

 should allow the UN to access the conflict, or at  least give the UNICEF missions free reach to it. 

 Overall, what we expect the most is for the countries  to rethink themselves. Check what 

 they’re doing wrong,  and overall revalue their systems  seeing as they’re leading to undesirable 

 situations. When evaluating post-conflict actions,  changing children’s view of conflict must be an 

 utmost priority, as well as ensuring they won’t need  to experience that ever again in the rest of their 

 lives. 

 4.6. Treaties and Resolutions 

 ●  Resolution 1216:  Identifies and condemn all actions  that can harm children during different 

 types of armed conflict, and urges the Secretary-General  to submit a report regarding this 

 topic. 

 ●  Resolution 1314, 1379, 1460  : Reaffirms what was said  in the resolution 1216, and asks the 

 Secretary-General to keep reporting about children  in armed conflict. 



 ●  Resolution 1539  :  Creates a comprehensive monitoring  and reporting mechanism to 

 provide reliable information on the recruitment and  use of children and other 

 violations and harmful actions committed against children  affected by armed conflict. 

 ●  Resolution 1612:  Allows the  collecting of reliable  information on violations committed 

 against children affected by armed conflict, and also  creates the CAAC. 

 ●  Resolution 1982:  States  that killing, maiming, rape  and other forms of sexual violence against 

 children were enough to list parties to armed conflict  in the annual report of the 

 Secretary-General on Children and Armed conflict,  and overall condemned these actions. 

 ●  Resolution 1998:  Attacks on schools and hospitals  and threats of attacks will also manage to 

 list parties in the report of the Secretary-General. 

 ●  Paris Commitments  : Created in 2007, they expect to  put  an end to the use and recruitment of 

 child soldiers. 

 ●  Paris Principle  s: Adjacent to the Paris Commitments,  works towards the banning, release, and 

 reintegration of child soldiers. 

 ●  Optional Protocol for the Involvement of Children  in Armed Conflict (OPAC):  Protocol that 

 commits to protecting children from hostilities during  armed conflict: 

 1.  States will not recruit children under the age of  18 to send them to the battlefield. 

 2.  States will not conscript soldiers below the age  of 18. 

 3.  States should take all possible measures to prevent  such recruitment –including legislation to prohibit 

 and criminalize the recruitment of children under  18 and involve them in hostilities. 



 4.  States will demobilize anyone under 18 conscripted or used in hostilities and will provide physical, 

 psychological recovery services and help their social  reintegration. 

 5.  Armed groups distinct from the armed forces of a country  should not, under any circumstances, recruit 

 or use in hostilities anyone under 18. 

 170 countries have ratified the protocol, 17 haven’t  signed it, while 10 have only signed it and not 

 ratified it. 

 4.7. QARMAs 

 ●  Is your conflict involved in any conflict at the moment?  If so, is it internal or 

 external? How long has it been going on? 

 ●  What is the rate of malnutrition and lack of education  in your country? 

 ●  What is the percentage of people living in unfavorable  conditions in your country? 

 ●  Have there ever been children in your military’s ranks? 

 ●  An estimate of child deaths per year. 

 ●  Are there any armed groups in the margin of the law  in your country? If so, which 

 part of the population takes part in them? 

 ●  If your country has already gotten out of a conflict,  which were the steps it took to 

 ensure it wouldn’t happen again and how did they consider  children in this? 

 ●  What's the state of your country’s health system? 

 ●  What is the state of your country’s education system? 

 ●  Does your country receive any refugees? If so, from  which countries and what’s the 

 percentage of children between them? 

 ●  Does your country’s population seek asylum in other  countries due to humanitarian 

 conditions? If so, which are the conditions? And what  is the rate of children amongst 

 them? 

 ●  What is the rate of teen pregnancies in your country? 



 4.8. Useful Links 

 -  All of the links in the Webgraphy section. 

 -  https://www.npr.org/2020/11/13/934241830/what-to-know-about-ethiopias-tigray-con 

 flict 

 -  https://www.ictj.org/sites/default/files/ICTJ-Colombia-Conflict-Facts-2009-English.p 

 df 

 -  https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-26116868 

 -  https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2015/09/yemen-the-forgotten-war/ 

 -  https://childsoldiersworldindex.org/ 

 -  https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/ 

 -  https://fabo.org/pluginfile.php/1741/mod_resource/content/2/WorkingPaper-1_SixGra 

 veViolationsLegalFoundation.pdf 

 -  https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/about-us/mandate/history/#:~:text=The%20S 

 ecurity%20Council%20creates%20a,of%20children%20affected%20by%20armed 

 -  https://www.diplomatie.gouv.fr/en/french-foreign-policy/human-rights/children-s-righ 

 ts/protecting-children-from-war-conference-21-february-2017/article/what-are-the-pa 

 ris-principles-and-paris-commitments 

 -  https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/tools-for-action/opac/ratification-status-of-th 

 e-optional-protocol/ 
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 5. List of Delegations 

 1.  Dominion of Canada 

 2.  People’s Republic of China 

 3.  Colombian Republic 

 4.  Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia 

 5.  French Republic 

 6.  Hong Kong/Commonwealth of Australia 

 7.  Japan 

 8.  Lebanese Republic 

 9.  Kingdom of Norway 

 10.  Russian Federation 

 11.  Syrian Arab Republic 

 12.  United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland 

 13.  United States of America 

 14.  Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela 

 15.  Republic of Yemen 
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